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Preface
The Ramanujan Mathematical Society was founded at Tiruchirappalli, India in 1985.
To mark its completion of 10 successful years, the Society organized an international
conference on Discrete Mathematics and Number Theory during 3{6 January 1996.
Nearly 200 mathematicians from all over the world participated in the Conference.
This special volume of Discrete Mathematics contains a collection of selected and
refereed papers. The papers in Number Theory have already appeared as #210 of Con-
temporary Mathematics Series which is being published by the American Mathematical
Society.
The Conference received nancial support from the Department of Science and Tech-
nology, the Council of Scientic and Industrial Research and the National Board for
Higher Mathematics-all, agencies of the Government of India, and also from the In-
ternational Centre for Theoretical Physics, the Centre National de la Researche Scien-
tique, and James Vaughn, Jr. We thank all of them.
Many mathematicians helped us a great deal in the successful organization
of the Conference. They include Professors B.D. Acharya, P. Bhattacharya,
Geetha S. Rao, N. Jayasankaran, V. Kumar Murty, V. Natarajan, K.S. Padmanabhan,
M.S. Raghunathan, Purnima Gupta, P.S. Rema, N. Renganathan, E. Sampathkumar,
R. Sampathkumar, C.S. Seshadri, S. Sribala, K. Srinivasa Rao, V. Thangaraj,
A. Vijayakumar, Michel Waldschmidt, and H.B. Walikar. Our thanks are due to all of
them. We also thank S. Sripathy of the Spic Mathematical Institute, Chennai for his
generous help in the quick transmission of e-mail messages.
Finally, we thank Professor Peter. L. Hammer for giving his ready consent to have
the Proceedings of the Conference published as a special volume of Discrete
Mathematics, and also his sta, in particular, Nelly Segal and Carolyn Sterner.
The conference provided undoubtedly a very good opportunity for many young
Indian researchers in Discrete Mathematics to come into contact with several lead-
ing workers in the eld.
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